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steady progress, and the number of educated Africans
employed in these services is increasing, although there is
still plenty of scope for expansion in this respect.
Nigeria is a great country; it has been fortunate in the
quality of its Governors and the high level of its adminis-
tration; its natural resources are considerable, and there
should be a great future before it.
The West African Colonies differ from other British
territories in Africa in that they are not suitable for white
settlement In the old days, the West Coast had an evil
reputation as "the white man's grave," This it has long
outgrown. The advance of medical and sanitary science, of
housing and social conditions, and the coming of many
amenities of civilization, as well as the change in personal
habits, have rendered the life of the European official and
mercantile community as healthy as it can be under tropical
conditions, and one of the latest boons, air-conditioning, is
another contributing factor to health and efficiency. White
women are also now able to live on the Coast and this has
naturally made a great difference. But when all is said and
done, white people cannot live permanently on the West
Coast, and in any case land is not allowed to be alienated
to Europeans.
The fiiture of West Africa, therefore, lies with the African,
and that is all the more reason why our policy should be
steadily directed towards his advancement from every point
of view, hygienic, agricultural, economic, educational, and
above all towards progressive self-government. In this con-
nection, we have a problem to solve in the preservation of
what is good and natural in African institutions, whilst
endeavouring continuously to adapt them to the increasing
impact of modern conditions. We are producing a dass of
educated Africans who are largely emancipated from tribal
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